DOCKET NO. : 4283 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
""i^ ''C>^N THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR PATENT 

n: Dieter ANSEL | Art Unit: 2 681 
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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 April 22, 2003 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH CERTIFICATE OF MAILING ON 
LAST PAGE 



Dear Sir: 



1) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 applicant encloses 
a Form PTO-1449 and copies of the references cited thereon. A 
copy of a German Search Report issued in a counterpart 
application on April 3, 2003 is also enclosed. 

2) This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, to the best 
knowledge of the undersigned attorney, in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.97(b)(3). Thus, a fee is not due for the submission of 
the present Information Disclosure Statement. 



3) The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement, as seen from the German 
Search Report date of April 3, 2 003. 
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References AA to AD, AF and AG are in English. Reference AE is 
accompanied by an English Abstract. Reference AH corresponds to 
AB and AI corresponds to AC from which the relevance can be 
determined in English. Thus no further discussion of the 
references is required. 



Moreover, the enclosed Search Report indicates the degree of 
relevance of references AA and AD to AH by category (X = relevant 
for anticipation or obviousness when considered alone; and Y = 
of particular significance in connection with another publication 
of the same category) . Thereby, the requirement for a concise 
explanation of the relevance has been satisfied (see M.P.E.P. 
§609) . 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider all 
references of record, return an initialled copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 to the applicants and ensure that all references 
of record are printed on any patent issuing from this 
application. 



Favorable consideration 
respectfully requested. 



and allowance of claims 1 to 10 are 

Respectfully submitted. 
Dieter ANSEL 



Applicant 



WFF:ar/4283 
Enclosure : postcard. 
First Form PTO-1449, 
9 references, German 
Search Report 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING; 




Patent Attorney 

Reg. No. : 36132 

Tel. No.: 207-862-4671 

Fax. No.: 207-862-4681 

P. O. Box 726 

Hampden, ME 04444-0726 



I hereby certify that this correspondence with all indicated 
enclosures is being deposited with the U. S. Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first-class mail, in an envelope addressed 
to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D. C. 20231, 
on the date indicated below. 

Name: Anita Mors^ - Date: April 22, 2003 



4283/WFF:ar 



-2- 





Sheet 1 of 1 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY 
APPLICANT 
^.-^^KI^SED FORM PTO-1449) 
niakDz ^phLl 22, 2003 


Atty. Docket No. 
4283 


Serial No. : 
10/017,309 


Applicant: Dieter ANSEL 


U.S. Filing Date: 
December 14, 2001 


Art unit: 
2681 










' U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CI. 


Sub- 
Cl. 


Fil. 
Date 




AA 


5 


8 


9 


7 


5 


9 


8 


04/1999 


Puetz 










AB 


6 


0 


2 


0 


8 


2 


7 


02/2000 


Ronrad et al. 










AC 


6 


0 


7 


3 


0 


6 


4 


06/2000 


Konrad et al. 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 












DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CI. 


Sub- 
Cl. 


Trans . 


Yes 


No 




AD 


2 


1 


1 


9 


5 


4 


8 


11/1983 


Great Britain 






X 






AE 


4 


3 


1 


7 


1 


1 


4 


11/1994 


Fed. Rep. of Gemany 






X- 

Abst 






AF 


08 


1 


4 


9 


1 


2 


7 


06/1996 


Japan (Abstract Only) 






X 






AG 


0 


7 


5 


8 


7 


7 


7 


02/1997 


Europe 






X 






AH 


19 


6 


2 


2 


7 


2 


0 


12/1997 


Fed. Rep. of Germany 






=AB 






AI 


19 


6 


2 


2 


7 


2 


1 


12/1997 


Fed. Rep. of Germany 






=AC 






OTHER DOCUMENTS 


RE( 




'ED 






f^i'H'J 0 2003 
{Tenhnnlnnu n^^i^^ 


EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


♦EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 



